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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because Figs 1-5 require clear lead lines with clear reference numbers, Figs. 
3-4 are illegible photocopies, and Fig. 5 contains a flow chart with missing arrows. 
Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside 
the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. 
The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the. invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bennett 
(US 6,251,013). 

Bennett discloses the following: 

1 . A gaming device (Fig. 1) comprising: 

a game display to display a plurality of reels (30 in Fig. 1), each reel including a 
plurality of symbols movable with movement of the reels during play of the game to 
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produce an outcome (40 in Fig. 1), said display displaying said outcome in matrix-form 
(20 in Fig. 1); 

a bonus trigger associated with at least one of said symbols (cols. 2:7-12, 4:13- 

17); 

a processor configured to select a matrix location parameter and to issue a 
bonus upon the concurrence of (i) an outcome including a bonus trigger and (col. 1:55- 
67) (ii) a bonus trigger associated symbol is positioned is association with the selected 
matrix location parameter (cols. 1:63-64, 2:15-17, 2:22-23, 2:30-32). 

2. The device of claim 1 comprising said processor configured to select said 
location parameter from a group consisting of (a) a coordinate of the matrix (cols. 1 :64, 
2-16), (b) a row of the matrix (cols. 2:32, 5:37-45) and (c) a column of the matrix (cols. 
2:31,5:37-45). 

3. The device of claim 1 comprising said processor configured to (iii) randomly 
select between a bonus and non-bonus condition and to issue a bonus award upon the 
concurrence of (i), (ii) and (iii) (cols. 2:7-12, 4:13-23). 



4. The device of claim 1 comprising said processor configured to control the 
display to display a bonus award sequence in awarding said bonus (cols. 3:41-60, 4:33- 
49). 
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5. The device of claim 1 comprising preselecting at least one symbol as a bonus 
trigger symbol and said processor configured to issue an award relative to the number 
of bonus trigger symbols in said outcome (The bonus symbol is used as part of the 
winning combination, col. 4:59. Thus the payout increases if the bonus symbols are 
matching combination symbols, cols. 4:60-67, 5:5-24, 5:26-34). 

6. The device of claim 5 comprising said processor configured to control the 
display to display a bonus award sequence in an action sequence including said trigger 
symbols (action sequence using a fairy, cols. 4:18-23, 4:33-54). 

7. A gaming device comprising: 

a game display to display a plurality of reels (30 in Fig. 1), each reel including a 
plurality of symbols movable with movement of the reels during play of the game to 
produce an outcome (40 in Fig. 1), said display displaying said outcome in matrix-form 
(20 in Fig. 1); 

a bonus trigger associated with at least one of said symbols (cols. 2:7-12, 4:13- 

17); 

a processor configured to select a matrix location parameter and between a 
bonus and non-bonus condition (cols. 2:7-12, 4:13-23) and to issue a bonus upon the 
concurrence of (i) an outcome including a bonus trigger (col. 1:55-67), (ii) a bonus 
trigger associated symbol is positioned is association with the selected matrix location 
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parameter (cols. 1:63-64, 2:15-17, 2:22-23, 2:30-32) and (iii) selection of a bonus 
condition (col. 1:63-67). 

8. The device of claim 7 comprising said processor configured to select said 
location parameter from a group consisting of (a) a coordinate of the matrix (cols. 1 :64, 
2-16), (b) a row of the matrix (cols. 2:32, 5:37-45) and (c) a column of the matrix (cols. 
2:31, 5:37-45). 

9. The device of claim 7 comprising said processor configured to control the 
display to display a bonus award sequence in awarding said bonus (cols. 3:41-60, 4:33- 
49). 

10. The device of claim 7 comprising said processor configured to control the 
display to display a graphic sequence to indicate the selection of at least one of a bonus 
or non-bonus condition (graphic sequence using a fairy, cols. 4:18-23, 4:33-54. 

1 1 . The device of claim 7 comprising designing at least one symbol as a bonus 
enhancement symbol and said processor configured to determine the selection and 
display of said bonus enhancement symbol and to increase said bonus award (The 
bonus symbol is used as part of the winning combination, col. 4:59. Thus the payout 
increases if the bonus symbols are matching combination symbols, cols. 4:60-67, 5:5- 
24, 5:26-34). 
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12. A gaming device comprising: 
a display (20 in Fig. 1); 

a data structure storing data corresponding to game symbols (col. 1:41-52), at 
least one symbol designated as a bonus trigger symbol (col. 1:63-37); 

a processor configured to (i) randomly select and display game symbols in a 
matrix form at the display to define at least one base game outcome (main part of the 
game, col. 4:6-1 1), (ii) randomly select at least one of a matrix location parameter and 
bonus on-off parameter (cols. 4:11-22, 4:50-54), (iii) detect the selection and display of 
a bonus trigger symbol and its correspondence to said at least one parameter to trigger 
a bonus award and (col. 4:52-53) (iv) if a bonus award has been triggered, issue a 
bonus award to the player (col. 4:58-61). 

13. The device of claim 12 comprising said processor configured to randomly 
select a matrix location parameter from a group consisting of at least one of a row (cols. 
2:32, 5:37-45), column (cols. 2:31, 5:37-45) or a matrix coordinate (cols. 1:64, 2-16). 

14. The device of claim 13 comprising said processor configured to select and 
apply both of said selected location parameter and said bonus on-off parameter in 
detecting if a bonus has been triggered (col. 4:13-22). 

16. A method for playing an electronic gaming device comprising: 
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providing a game display to display a plurality of reels, each reel including a 
plurality of symbols movable with movement of the reels during play of the game to 
produce an outcome, said display displaying said outcome in matrix-form (col. 3:47-52); 

associating a bonus trigger with at least one of said symbols; configuring a 
processor for selecting a matrix location parameter and issuing a bonus upon the 
concurrence of detecting (cols. 4:11-22, 4:50-54) (i) an outcome including a bonus 
trigger (col. 4:6-1 7)and (ii) a bonus trigger associated symbol is positioned is 
association with the selected matrix location parameter (cols. 1:63-64, 2:15-17, 2:22-23, 
2:30-32). 

17. The method of claim 16 comprising (iii) randomly selecting between a bonus 
on and a bonus off condition and issuing a bonus award upon the concurrence of (i)-(iii) 
(cols. 2:7-12,4:13-23). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272-5563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olszewski Robert can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JHY 




QORBETT 8. COBURN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



